Lipid accumulation in a hepatocellular carcinoma associated with hypoglycaemia.
Four serial specimens over 18 months from a hepatocellular carcinoma associated with hypoglycaemia were studied by light microscopy. Ultrastructural study was possible for two of the specimens. Progressive fatty metamorphosis of the tumour cells was observed. The mechanism postulated was that of diversion of carbohydrate metabolism to lipogenesis due to enzyme disruption and dextrose infusion. The possibility of a defect in lipid transport was also considered.